HARRIS CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
July 10, 2017
I.

Call to order
Mayor Miller called to order the regular meeting of the Harris City Council at 7:00 p.m.

II.

Pledge of Allegiance
Everyone joined in the Pledge of Allegiance.

III.

Roll Call
Roll call was conducted. The following members were present: Mayor Miller, Councilmembers Sculley, Williams,
Payne and Rossini . A quorum of the Council was present.

IV.

Consent Agenda
Councilmember Williams made the motion to approve the June 12, 2017 Regular Meeting minutes and
the Accounts Payable. Councilmember Sculley seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried.

V.

Public Comment
Henry Gregoire, Harris Fire Dept.
Henry was concerned that he had turned in his fire gear when a new officers were appointed and he has not been
assigned a replacement helmet and safety tag as of today, so is unable to fight a fire without it. He also inquired
about the social media policy. The officers went over it before the last business meeting but it hasn't been presented
back to council for approval yet.

VI.




Consulting Staff Reports
People Service Report - written report
Park Committee - Chair Monica Hult
City Engineer – Chuck Schwartz

VII. Regular Agenda
 Hydro excavating - Mike Waldenburg from David's Hydro Vac and Ron Lindquist from Trenchless Pipe Repair were
present for questions. Trenchless is local, doesn't charge extra for the support truck and has a camera to investigate
the water leak on Georgia. A motion was made by Councilmember Payne for Trenchless to complete all projects
and was seconded by Councilmember Williams. All in favor, motion carried.
 Swanson Lot Reconfiguration - A lot reconfiguration request was submitted by Phyllis Swanson and her son
Wendell Swanson to reconfigure their two adjoining properties. Councilmember Sculley made a motion to approve,
a second was made by Councilmember Williams. All in favor, motion carried.
 Office Staffing - It was requested to allow 10 extra hours a week for Marlys and allow up to 10 hours a week for
Brenda while advertising for a deputy clerk. Motion made by Councilmember Payne and seconded by
Councilmember Sculley. All in favor, motion carried. The ad was approved for the city website, the League of
Minnesota Cities and to run twice in the Scotsman. The application deadline is set for Monday August 7, 2017.
Motion made by Councilmember Sculley and seconded by Councilmember Payne. All in favor, motion carried.
 Microphones - A message was left for Hans on June 29th and he has not returned my phone call. I requested an
install date and time on the microphones. Per previous conversation with Joanne in May, he had them, just needed
to find time to install and should be able to install before June 12th council meeting. It's now July and still no word
from him. Councilmember Sculley will try contacting him. A motion was made by Councilmember Rossini and
seconded by Councilmember Williams that if Dan isn't sucessful in making contact, it will be referred to Ted to mail
a letter. All in favor, motion carried.
 Ginger Avenue Shoulder Repair - It was discussed that any locates needed to move mailboxes would be up to the
property owner. Alan will measure and see if any boxes actually have to be moved or if they are within 12 inches of
the pavement. Don Cardinal has stakes that the city can use to put up snow fence once the grass seed is planted and
there is snow fencing at the fire hall that can be used.
 REU's - The property at 6525 439th is being used as an apartment; one upstairs and two downstairs. Marlys would
like some direction in how to proceed with the water and sewer charges for this property. A motion was made by
Councilmember Sculley and seconded by Councilmember Williams to begin billing for three apartments
immediately. All in favor, motion carried.
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VIII. Staff Reports
 Fire Dept - Fire Chief Larry Eckl -Yellow pumper on board charger; approved for $200.00 in May but cost is quite a bit more so the department was
asked to get another quote .
- Chainsaw was repaired
- They are working on getting quotes for a new compressor. They did find an outlet in the fire hall wired to handle
the compressor.
 Planning Commission - John Rossini
- The Planning Commission was requesting that the Council come to a workshop that they are having on July 17,
2017 at 7 pm. This workshop topic will be the rental ordinance and the comp plan.
 Public Works - Alan Teich - written report - Councilmember Sculley asked about the status of the following projects:
- the east edge of Ginger Ave still needs to be cleaned up and seeded and posts installed to keep people from
parking off the blacktop and the mailboxes and street signs need to be moved out. The fire dept. has
fencing and Don Cardinal volunteered to furnish the posts.
- Alan attended OSHA training
-All the class 5 is done and came in under budget using less than quoted.
 City Treasurer - Marlys Balfany - written report
- Marlys is working on the 2018 budget and asked that if there were any items you would like to see included, that
you let her know by July 27th. She would like to have something ready to review at the August council meeting.
 City Clerk - written report
- We received a check from the Twins grant to replace the backstop at the ball field. Brenda is working on getting
more quotes. Century Fence would not honor their quote from May 2015 and will be adjusting and submitting a
new quote.
- Microphones: Brenda called and left Hans a message on Thursday June 29th. He has not returned my phone call
nor emailed. It was suggested that we have Ted send a letter to get in contact with Hans Councilmember Sculley
wanted his phone number and email to try to contact him first.
IX. Mayor and Council Reports
X.

Adjourn
Councilmember Sculley made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilmember Williams seconded the motion. All
in favor, motion carried. There being no further business, Mayor Miller adjourned the meeting at 8:43 p.m.

_________________________
City Treasurer Marlys Balfany

____________________________
Mayor Diane Miller

___________________
Date Approved
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