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Harris City Council  
Regular Meeting Minutes  

 December 14, 2020 
 
Call to Order 
Mayor Miller called to order the December 14, 2020 Regular City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Everyone participated in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call 
City Clerk Kyla Rippey conducted roll call. Present were: Mayor Miller, Councilmember Williams and 
Councilmember Payne. Councilmember Sculley was absent.  Councilmember Rossini joined via telephone at 7:10 
p.m.   A quorum was present.  

 
Consent Agenda  
Mayor Miller asked that the November 9th, 2020 minutes be updated to include “and publish a summary of the 
ordinance” in her motion to accept Tobacco Ordinance No. 2020-06.  Councilmember Payne moved to approve the 
consent agenda with the update directed by Mayor Miller. Councilmember Williams seconded the motion.  All in 
favor, motion carried. 
 
Regular Agenda 

1. Water Tower Maintenance Proposal  
Kyle Fischer from Water Tower Experts was in attendance. Project Manager Joel Dhein advised three 
proposals were received by the deadline.  Dhein and City Engineer Charles Schwartz would like to talk 
with the individual contractors to gather additional information.  Dhein and Schwartz recommended a 
Council workshop to review the proposals and gather additional questions.   

2. Well #1 
City Engineer Charles Schwartz presented options for the well which include capping it and leaving it sit 
and replacing the pump. Schwartz advises additional information from the Minnesota Department of 
Health is needed prior to deciding.  Mayor Miller added that the Council will need to have price 
comparisons for each option.  

3. Fire Protection Agreement 
The agreement as presented has been approved by North Branch City Council and is currently before the 
Rush City Council for approval.  Fire Chief JJ Hastings requests two changes to the contract: the start and 
end date should be refreshed to January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021 and the contract should 
address the current auto aid call contract between the departments.  Mayor Miller recommends the auto 
aid agreement be addressed under the No. 17 recital.  Councilmember Williams made a motion to 
approve the fire protection contract with the effective dates of January 1, 2021 through December 31, 
2021 and with the additional clause preserving the current auto aid agreement between the departments. 
Councilmember Payne seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.   

4. Knife River IUP 
Ron Klinker from Knife River was present.  Project Manager Joel Dhein advised the council that a public 
hearing was held on December 7, 2020 and no members of the public spoke in opposition to the matter. 
The Planning Commission recommends approving the IUP.  Mayor Miller made a motion to approve the 
Knife River Interim Use Permit at 42298 Harder Ave.  Councilmember Payne seconded the motion.  All in 
favor, motion carried. 

5. Smuder Subdivision 
Project Manager Joel Dhein reviewed the current options presented by Angela and Bart Anderson at the 
December 7, 2020 Planning Commission meeting. Mayor Miller asked Dhein and City Engineer Charles 
Schwartz about the road and frontage requirements for this type of development.  Schwartz confirmed 
the subdevelopment would be served by a public paved road in accordance with our current development 
standards.  
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6. Economic Development Studies 

City Engineer Charles Schwartz states Clare Michelson at MSA is working to contact Mr. Graff about the I-
35 feasibility study.  Schwartz indicates the study should be completed by the end of January.  

7. Discuss 2021 fee schedule 
Project Manager Joel Dhein presented the council with the 2021 proposed fee schedule with a proposed 
increase of $200 for variances, conditional use permits, interim use permits, and rezoning actions to cover 
the cost of preparing the actions.  The council had no questions or comments on the proposed increase, 
and it will be brought to the City Council in January.  

8. Discuss 2021 meeting schedule and office holiday schedule 
A preliminary schedule for 2021 was presented to the council without additional comment or questions.  

9. Resolution 2020-15: Resolution of Concurrence for County Highway Redesignations 
Chisago County is requesting redesignation of CSAH 9 to CR 85 and CR 59 to CSAH 40 to secure state 
funding to improve and pave the roadways. Councilmember Williams made a motion to adopt Resolution 
2020-15: Resolution of Concurrence for County Highway Redesignations as presented. Mayor Miller 
seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

10. Resolution 2020-16: Resolution Adopting the 2021 Property Tax Levy 
Mayor Miller made a motion to adopt Resolution 2020-16 Adopting the 2021 Property Tax Levy.  
Councilmember Payne seconded the motion.  Mayor Miller and Councilmembers Williams and Payne 
were in favor, Councilmember Rossini was opposed.  The motion carried.   

11. Trever Williams re: city hall exterior lighting 
Councilmember Williams states the exterior lighting is now completed and he no longer has any concern 
or comment.  

12. Public Works position 
Information that Tyler Ullman has accepted the position with a start date of January 4, 2021 was 
presented to Council.   

13. Fire Hose Rack and Dryer purchase 
Councilmember Williams made a motion to approve the purchase of a fire hose rack and dryer for the 
Harris Fire Department in the amount of $3,731.00.  Councilmember Payne seconded the motion.  All in 
favor, motion carried. 

14. Steer tires for E1/R1 purchase 
Councilmember Payne made a motion to approve the purchase of new tires for E1/R1 for the Harris Fire 
Department in the amount of $968.38.  Councilmember Williams seconded the motion.  All in favor, 
motion carried. 

15. Fire hose purchase 
The purchase of a new hose was approved by the council in October and that hose has not yet arrived.  
This request is in addition to the previous approval.  Mayor Miller made a motion to approve the purchase 
of a new hose for the Harris Fire Department in the amount of $2,715.50 plus freight.  Councilmember 
Williams seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
 

Staff Reports  
1. PeopleService – written report 
2. Fire Department Report 

The fire department has received 10 calls for the month of November.  Included in the monthly report is a 
fleet plan for the fire department.   

a. Koecher Resignation 
Mayor Miller made a motion to accept the resignation of Chris Koecher from the Harris Fire 
Department.  Councilmember Williams seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

b. T1 Decals 
Councilmember Payne made a motion to approve the purchase of new safety decals for the Fire 
Department.  Councilmember Williams seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 
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c. 2021 Physical Test 
Chief Hastings requested approval of Med Compass to do the fit testing and the physical 
evaluations for 2021.  A motion was made by Councilmember Williams to approve the testing 
and physicals as requested. Councilmember Payne seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion 
carried. 

d. Hiring Firefighters 
Chief Hastings introduced candidates Luke Nadeau, Jess Dimich, and Hannah Wagner.  Mayor 
Miller asked the candidates if they have been attending meetings and if they have a good feel for 
the culture of the department. Chief Hastings advocates for the hiring of all three candidates.  A 
motion was made by Councilmember Williams to hire Luke Nadeau, Jess Dimich, and Hannah 
Wagner for the Harris Fire Department. Mayor Miller seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion 
carried.   

 
Planning Commission 
Commissioner Randy Carlson recapped the December 7, 2020 Planning Commission meeting.  Commissioner 
Carlson recommends Trever Williams as his replacement on the Planning Commission.  Mayor Miller made a 
motion to appoint Trever Williams to the Planning Commission.  Councilmember Rossini seconded the motion, 
Councilmember Williams abstained.  Mayor Miller and Councilmembers Payne and Rossini were in favor.  Motion 
carried. 

 
Mayor and Council Reports 
An informational report from the Chisago County Park Director Joseph Tart informed the Council that the Greater 
MN Regional Parks and Trails Commission has approved a Legacy award for a full funding grant for the Sunrise 
Prairie Regional Trail connection from 410 Street in North Branch to the City of Harris. 

Adjourn  
Mayor Miller made a motion to adjourn the December 14, 2020 Regular City Council Meeting. Councilmember 
Williams seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.  There being no further business, Mayor Miller 
adjourned the meeting at 8:22 p.m.  

 
 

__________________________ 
Mayor Diane Miller 

__________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
 
________________________ 
Date Approved 


