
 

  8.17.20 City Council Minutes 

Harris City Council  
Regular Meeting Minutes  

 August 17, 2020 
 
I. Call to Order 
 Mayor Miller called the 8.17.20 Regular City Council Meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 Everyone participated in the Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. Roll Call 
 Intern Jacob Goranson conducted roll call. Present were: Mayor Miller, Councilmember  

Williams, and Councilmember Sculley. Absent were: Councilmembers Rossini and 
Payne. Councilmember Rossini arrived at 7:05 p.m. A quorum was present.  
 

IV. Consent Agenda  
Councilmember Williams moved to approve the Accounts Payable, the 7.13.20 Regular 
City Council Meeting Minutes, and the 7.28.20 Special City Council Meeting Minutes. 
Councilmember Sculley seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried.  
 

V. Regular Agenda 
o Chisago County Sheriff’s Office  

• Agreement to Provide Law Enforcement Services for 2021 
Chisago County Sheriff Branden Thyen attended the Meeting. He 
presented the new Agreement between the Sheriff’s Office and the City of 
Harris to the City Council. He stated that only two items have changed: 
the Agreement goes into effect January 1st and ends December 31st, and 
the rate has increased from $60.40 per hour to $61.24 per hour.  
 

• Enforcement of Gov. Walz’s Executive Orders 
Chisago County Sheriff Branden Thyen attended the Meeting to answer 
the question, “Why is the Sheriff’s Office not issuing citations to those 
that disobey Governor Walz’s Executive Orders?” Sheriff Thyen stated 
that the guidance that the Sheriff’s Office received was to not issue 
citations. Sheriff Thyen stated that investigating complaints of those that 
are not complying with the Governor’s Executive Orders was not a top 
priority for the Sheriff’s Office either.  
 

o Monica Hult – Ballfield 
Monica Hult attended the Meeting to discuss the ballfield. She asked the Council 
for permission to spray weed killer on the field. Craig Moline attended the 
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Meeting and agreed to be the one to apply the weed killer. The Council assented 
to it. Councilmember Sculley asked if there will be a plan to maintain the 
ballfield. Monica said yes. She also stated that if the City of Harris can get at least 
one team to utilize the field, then more should follow.  
 

o Chuck Schwartz – Engineering Reports 
City Engineer Chuck Schwartz attended the Meeting to present reports to the City 
Council. First, He stated that Chisago County will be redoing Forest Blvd. from 
North Branch up to Stark Road. Next, he discussed the Well #1 Report. Mr. 
Schwartz stated that the well does not require rehabilitation, but the pump does 
need to be replaced. Mayor Miller pointed out that the Arsenic and Manganese 
levels are above the accepted values. Mr. Schwartz said that it is not worth fixing 
right now. With the pump replaced, the well will act perfectly as a back-up well. 
Finally, he discussed the sewer lines on 438th St. The sewer line is giving the 
residents on 438th trouble. Mr. Schwartz assembled a proposal discussing a 
feasibility study and presented it for Council consideration. Mayor Miller moved 
to approve the feasibility study to replace 438th Street sanitary sewer between 
Gladstone Avenue and Grand Avenue. Councilmember Rossini seconded the 
motion. All in favor, motion carried.  
 

o Shari Denny – 420th & Harder Ave.  
Shari Denny attended the Meeting to discuss 420th and Harder Ave. First, she 
asked why the 5-ton axle weight limit signs are still up on Harder Avenue. Mayor 
Miller said they should have been removed. She also stated that they were left up 
for longer this year, but they should have been removed by now. Mayor Miller 
said she will investigate. Next, Mrs. Denny asked if the 5-year rotation for gravel 
roads is based upon traffic levels. Mayor Miller said no. Shari Denny said that she 
would like the City to conduct a traffic study of 420th to see if it is feasible to 
continue graveling, or if it needs to be paved.  
 

o Fire Department  
• Fire Chief’s Council Report 

Harris Fire Department Fire Chief John R. Hastings presented his first 
Council Report to the City Council. He stated that one of the new recruits 
has resigned. Another Firefighter has taken a leave of absence. He also 
stated that the Fire Department has received five new applications. Mayor 
Miller asked if the First Annual Car Show was called off. Fire Chief 
Hastings said yes.  
 

• New Hiring Policy 
Fire Chief Hastings presented two options for a new hiring policy for the 
Harris Fire Department. The only difference between the two options is 
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whether the City Council wants applicants to go through a physical at 
Fairview Jobcare or not. Councilmember Williams moved to approve 
option 1, which includes the physical evaluation at Fairview Jobcare. 
Councilmember Rossini seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried.  
 

• Pump Gearbox on Engine 1 
Fire Chief Hastings presented a quote from Kirvida Fire for repairing the 
pump gearbox on engine 1. Councilmember Williams moved to approve 
Kirvida to repair the pump gearbox on engine 1 with a worst-case-scenario 
cost of $11,778.74. If none of the gears need to be removed, the cost 
would be closer to $7,500-$8,000. Councilmember Sculley seconded the 
motion. All in favor, motion carried.  
 

• Tire Replacement for Tender (Tanker) 1 
Fire Chief Hastings presented a quote from A1 Tire Service for $944.38 
for steer tires for tender 1. Councilmember Sculley moved to approve the 
quote and to approve the Harris Fire Department to sell the old tires from 
the tender. Councilmember Williams seconded the motion. All in favor, 
motion carried. Councilmember Williams stated that these tires may need 
wider rims and for the Fire Depart. to verify before purchasing the tires. 
 

• Greg Prokop Resignation 
Greg Prokop has returned all his firefighter equipment to the Harris Fire 
Hall and has turned in his letter of resignation to City Hall. 
Councilmember Sculley moved to approve his resignation. 
Councilmember Williams seconded the motion. All in favor, motion 
carried.  
 

• New Business  
Fire Chief Hastings reported he was looking at the payroll policy and 
asked about current pay periods. The Council consensus was to leave it as-
is. He also talked about changing the codes on the coded doors and re-
keying the other doors at the Fire Hall. He stated that he would like to give 
the other doors key codes as well and will get estimates. Mayor Miller 
asked Fire Chief Hastings to have budget data ready for the City Council 
Budget Meeting on the 25th of August. Councilmember Rossini asked if 
Gabi Streater is willing to take on a leadership role in the Fire Department. 
Fire Chief Hastings said maybe. Councilmember Williams asked if the list 
of repairs mainly consists of little things to fix. Fire Chief Hastings said 
yes.  
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o Public Works  
• PeopleService Water & Wastewater Reports  

The City Council reviewed the PeopleService Water & Wastewater 
Reports. A report from Neighborhood Plumbing, Heating, and Air 
Conditioning for the annual inspection of the Wastewater Treatment Plant 
was presented to the Council. It was found that three chambers of the heat 
exchanger are rusty and need to be repaired, or a new furnace needs to be 
purchased. Mayor Miller asked the Council if she should ask for a price 
from Neighborhood to repair the furnace or if she should look elsewhere. 
The Council said to ask Neighborhood.  

 
o Right-of-Way Permit #2020-1, Job 20122852 

Mayor Miller moved to approve the Right-of-Way Permit #2020-1, Job 20122852 
for 5800 425th Street. Councilmember Rossini seconded the motion. All in favor, 
motion carried.  
 

VI. Planning Commission 
 There was no Planning Commission Meeting in August.   
 
VII. Mayor and Council Reports 

Mayor Miller stated that a letter was sent to Rushseba Township about an agreement for 
maintaining 480th. She also said that she has been in contact with Keller Excavating 
discussing graveling of City Roads. A list of roads that need to be graveled was presented 
to the City Council. It also stated on the list that 425th can be cleared for $1800.00, and 
that there is a culvert on 470th that needs to be repaired. Councilmember Rossini moved 
to approve those two items. Councilmember Williams seconded the motion. All in favor, 
motion carried.  

 
VIII.  Adjourn  

Mayor Miller moved to adjourn the August 17, 2020 Regular City Council Meeting. 
Councilmember Williams seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried. The 8.17.20 
Regular City Council Meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m.  
 

 
__________________________ 

Mayor Diane Miller 
__________________________ 
Barbara A. Vogtlin 
City Clerk 
 
__________________________ 
Date Approved 


